Hi .


James Tubbritt here, Just as I promised. I finished typing out this tutorial on how to convert a midifile into a style for the Korg i30. To do this all you need is a pen and a bit of paper. I recommend that you should make notes as you go through this document, 


I don’t actually own a Korg i30, but I spend a lot in front of one, I program styles for keyboard players here in Ireland. Styles for the i30 and a lot of other different keyboards. So you can be sure that I know my way around many keyboards like the back of my hand. But just my look….I could not get my hands on a Korg i30 when I was writing this tutorial, so a lot of this information will be straight off the top of my head. As I said before, I know my way around the i30 very well, so I should get every thing 99 percent right. If you find any mistakes in this tutorial please e-mail me and I will correct the problem. But in saying that, you should not find any. Right ..enough of all that, it looks like I have a lot of typing to do so I won’t waste any more of your time, all I'm asking for in return for this information is that you please sign my guest book....well lets get to it then. 





How to convert a midifile into a style.


So you all want to know how to convert a standard midifile into a style for use on your i30. Well you came to the right place. Most of the information here will apply to i3 users also. After all it was about 4 years ago when working on the i3 where I first figured out how to do this.


You will need to have a reasonable knowledge of your i30 / i3 to be able to do this, also you will have to make some decisions on your own. You will understand what I’m on about as we go on. Right then…here we go.


First things first. Download the midifile link here on this page of Glen’s site, as this is the file that we will be converting to a style. Please load the midifile into your sequencer as a GM file.


The style we are going to program on is for the song “The Walk Of Life” by Dire Straights. I picked this song because you would get some pain in your ass if you tried to program the guitar work featured in this song by hand. Also it is a great example of how easy it is to program shit hot styles without any great effort.


Your sequencer has 16 tracks, so what we need to do is find the tracks that we want to convert into a style, What your looking for is the Drum Track, the Bass Track, and 3 Accomplement Tracks ( ACC 1,2,3 ).


Most midifiles are set out in a certain way, what I mean is that the drums are usually on track 10, and the bass is on track 2. Which should make things a little easier. So…. Press the start button now. What we need to find when listing to the song playing back is the 5 parts we need to make up the style from ( drums, bass, acc1,2,3 ). You may need to mute out some tracks to hear the parts you want in your style. Write down on a bit of paper the track number of each part you want to make your style from. And for the purpose of this tutorial we will be using to following 5 parts in your style.


TRACK 10 = DRUMS


TRACK 02 = BASS


TRACK 07 = ACC 1


TRACK 08 = ACC 2


TRACK 09 = ACC 3 ………But we won’t be using this track for our style.


There is no real reason why we won’t be using TRACK 09 for the ACC3 part of the style, only that we just don’t need it here. We have enough in just ACC 1 & 2.


Mute all the other tracks now. Keep in mind that we only need to hear Tracks that we are putting into our style, so were muting track 09 also. You should only have the following tracks on play.


Track 02, 07, 08, 10, what you are hearing will be our style.


Track 02 = Will be our Bass 


Track 07 = Will be our Acc1


Track 08 = Will be our Acc2


Track 10 = Will be our Drums


We now need to pick out the 8 beat measure that we need to convert into our style. You should pick an 8 beat bar that has no key change / cord change in it.


We will be using bar 37 and 38. Listening to these measures will let you know why I picked them out for our style. Note you can make your styles with as many measures as you need. For this style we will be using 2 measures, which equals 8 beats. Stop the song playing now. Press the reset button to go back to the start of the song. In the top left hand side of the screen you will see a number telling you what measure you are now on. You will see 001. Change this number to 37. When you press start you will hear the 8 beats of the style we are making. Press start now and listen. Done ?…now press stop. Well did you hear the 8 beats? Cool or what.


Now we get down to the dirty part. You need to delete all the information in the song that we don’t need for our style, so from measures 1 all the way up to end of 36 should be deleted. To do this press the menu button and touch edit on the screen. Enter the following. Set the measure to “start 01 to end 36” you will see this at the bottom of the screen. Now touch the tab in the top right of the screen and touch “Delete measure”. But before you do this you MUST make sure that the All Tracks box is ticked. This will move measure 37 to measure 1 Deleting measure 1 up to 36 in all tracks. Now change the measure settings to “start 3 end 400”. And delete the data as you did before.


What you are left with in the sequencer is only 2 measures of the song. All the rest you have just deleted. These two measures are all the information that we need to make the style we need to export out of the sequencer in to our style edit section.


We now need to get all this note data into the key of C. You must use the note shift command. In the top left side of the screen you will see what track you are on. Change this to Track 2 (the bass track). Now at the bottom of the screen change the start measure to 1 and the end to 2. Touch the tab (top right). Touch note shift. Enter the following information. Shift +5. Press OK.


We now need to repeat this for the other tracks in the style, except for the drum track. You never transpose the drum track. So change the track box again from track 2 (Bass Track) to track 7 (ACC 1 Track) and repeat the key shift procedure.


Do this also for track 8 (ACC 2).


You now just transposed the Bass, ACC1 & 2 Tracks in to the key of C.


We are now read to convert the data into a style. Press the style edit button.


We are going the make our style in bank C11. Clear out this user memory. You can do this by touching the tab “right top corner” and then touching initialize style. 


Now we will import the data from the sequencer in the style edit section.


Press the menu button now. Now Touch edit on the screen. You will now have to change the length data to 2. You will find this in the middle right of the screen. Touch the tab again. Now touch get track from song. You should now see on the screen the name of the song and in the middle the track and start and end information. Enter the following information. 


Track 10


Measure 1~2


To Variation 1 CV1 Drums Track.


What you are doing here is coping the data in track 10 in the sequencer measure 1 & 2 into the edit style mode Drum track. Click on OK.


You now have the drums converted into a style. Now touch the Circle in the centre of the screen where it says BASS. Now touch the tab again. Touch get track from. Enter the following information.


Track 2 


Measure 1~2


To variation 1 CV 1 Bass Track


Click OK.


You should see by now what we are doing here now. You just copied the bass from track 2 in the sequencer into the edit style mode of the i30, and into the bass track of the style. 


Now Copy the data from track 7(ACC1) in the sequencer to the ACC 1 of the style with the steps you just went through a minute a go. Remember, don’t for get to change the circle to ACC1.


Repeat again for the last part of the style ACC2 which is in Track 8 of the sequencer again don’t forget to change that circle to ACC2. When you have all that done. Press the menu button. Now touch REC. At the very bottom of the screen you will see the text “Program & Mix” touch it now. Press the start button you will now hear the style playing back, you now need to setup the sounds you would like to use on each track of the style. For example you will end up using R11 for the drum track.


Everything you do here is up to your self and it is a personal choice as to what sounds you would like on each track of the style. I won’t even attempt to tell you what sounds you should use. Pick the ones that you think sound best to you. 


Job well done you just converted a midifile into a style. You just need to add the finishing touches to the style, for example your effects and volumes of each track. 


With all the information and all the steps you just gone through, you should be now able to convert any midifile into a style. You can also advance from what you learned here, for example…you just programmed a style and stored it in Variation 1, you can progress on from there and copy other parts from the midifile to be converted into variation 2, 3, 4, or even fill-ins and endings. 


Well that is the end of this tutorial; I hoped it helped you all out


